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SUMMARY OF ENROLLMENT FACTS AND TRENDS 


First Semester-Fall Quarter 1979-80 


Comparison of 1979-80 Enrollment with 1978-79 Enrollment (See Tables 1 and 2c) 


The table below shows that the University's total on-campus enrollment of 59,584 for the First 
Semester-Fall Quarter 1979-80 reflects an increase of 629 students (1.07 percent) when compared with 
the enrollment of 58,955 for the same period in 1978-79. This increase resulted from an enrollment 
increase at Urbana-Champaign of 692 students (2.05 percent) which was partially offset by slight 
decreases at both Chicago Circle, (56 students, 0.28 percent) and the Medical center (7 students 


0.14 percent). 


Change 
Campus 1979-80 1978-79 Number Percent 
Chicago Circle 20,285 20,341 = 56 -0.28 
Medical Center 4,923 4,930 = -0.14 
Urbana-Champaign 34,376 33,684 +692 +2.05 
Total 59,584 58,955 +629 +1.07 


The major decreases at Chicago Circle occurred in the Colleges of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
(466 students, 5 percent), Education (123 students, 25 percent), Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation (54 students, 13 percent), and Architecture, Art, and Urban Sciences (59 students, 
5 percent). Colleges experiencing increases included the Graduate College (234 students, 8 percent) 
and the College of Engineering (344 students, 14 percent). 

At the Medical Center, decreases were experienced by the Colleges of Nursing (38 students, 
6 percent), Pharmacy (12 students, 2 percent), Dental Assistants (9 students, 56 percent) and Associated 
Health Professions (8 students, 2 percent). The Graduate College experienced an increase of 62 
students (10 percent). 

The largest increases at Urbana-Champaign occurred in the Colleges of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
(486 students, 5 percent), Engineering (242 students, 5 percent), and Fine and Applied Arts (82 students, 
4 percent). Colleges experiencing decreases included Commerce and Business Administration (87 students, 


2 percent), and Agriculture (46 students, 2 percent). 


Ten-Year Comparison 


First Semester-Fall Quarter historical data for ten years illustrated in the table below, 
show that total University enrollment increased from 55,630 in 1970-71 to 59,584 in 1979-80 
(3,954 students or 7.12 percent). Except for decreases in 1971-72, 1976-77, and 1978-79, total 
enrollments for the University increased annually. A record enrollment of 60,347 was reached in 
Fall 1975-76. Both Chicago Circle and Urbana-Champaign experienced decreased enrollments in 
1976-77 and 1978-79, and Chicago Circle and the Medical Center both had slight declines in 1979-80. 
These were the only Fall terms during the past ten years that more than one campus reported 
decreases. Previously, decreased enrollments were reported by Urbana-Champaign in 1971-72 and 
Chicago Circle in 1973-74. Medical Center enrollments have shown steady, slight increases since 
1969-70, except for the slight decrease this year. 

First Semester-Fall Quarter On-Campus Enrollments, 1970-71 to 1979-80 


Total 
Chicago Circle Medical Center Urbana-Champaign University 


1970-71 18,579 3,033 34,018 55,630 
LOT 72 19,370 3,294 32,296 54,960 
WS) 7/74=7/5) 19,991 3,688 33,857 57,536 
1973-74 19,109 4,061 34,651 57,821 
1974-75 19, 393 4,311 35,045 58,749 
1975-76 20,693 4,537 35,117 60,347 
19 76=i7 20,252 4,538 33,552 58,342 
1977-78 20,663 4,614 33,946 59,223 
1978-79 20,341 4,930 33,684 58,955 
1979-80 20,285 4,923 34,376 59,584 


Composition of Total University On-Campus Enrollment by Selected Characteristics 


A. By Campus 


The percent of total First Semester-Fall Quarter enrollment contributed 
by each campus has remained fairly constant over the past three years with 
Chicago Circle contributing about 34 percent, Medical Center about 8 percent, and 
Urbana-Champaign about 58 percent of the 1979-80 enrollment of 59,584 students. These 
proportions differ from the 1970-71 figures when Chicago Circle enrolled about 33 percent 
Medical Center about 6 percent, and Urbana-Champaign about 62 percent of the University's 


total enrollment of 55,630. 


B. By Sex (See Table 2A) 

The trend toward increased percentages of women enrolled at the University is again 
evidenced in the Fall 1979-80 data, when women accounted for 42.32 percent of the University's 
enrollment. This compares with 41.50 percent for the same term in 1978-79, 41.10 percent 
in 1977-78, and 36.64 percent in 1970-71. 

Cc. By Level (See Table 2B) 

The composition of enrollments by level for the 1979-80 First Semester-Fall Quarter 
equals 75.24 percent undergraduates, 19.02 percent graduates, and 5.74 percent professionals 
(including postprofessionals at the Medical Center). In comparison to the Fall 1978-79 
figures, undergraduates increased by 357 students (0.80 percent), graduates increased by 282 
students (2.55 percent) and professionals decreased by 10 students (0.29 percent). The ratio of 
enrollment by level have remained fairly constant over the most recent three-year period. 

The comparative figures for the 1970-71 Fall term were 77.16 percent undergraduates, 18.23 
percent graduates, and 4.61 percent professionals. 
D. By Continuing, Readmission, or New Status (See Tables 3,4, and 5) 

New students, which accounted for almost 29 percent of the University enrollment of 
59,584, decreased by 53 students (0.31 percent) in the First Semester-Fall Quarter 1979-80 
when compared with the same term in 1978-79. The 1979-80 ratios are not substantially 
different from those in 1970-71 when new students equaled 29.44 percent of the enrollment. 
Continuing students (about 67 percent of the enrollment) increased by 325 students (0.82 
percent) in 1979-80 while readmits (about 4 percent of the enrollment) increased by 357 
students (14.70 percent). 

E. By Racial/Ethnic Category (See Table 6) 

The distribution of enrollment by racial/ethnic categories is based on student voluntary 
self-reported data. Racial/ethnic data were first reported in the 1977-78 First Semester- 
Fall Quarter edition of the Grey Book of "Enrollment Tables," which included a supplemental 
table of the Fall 1976-77 racial/ethnic data. 

In the 1979-80 First Semester-Fall Quarter, 9,747 students (16.36 percent) of the total 
University enrollment, identified themselves as belonging to one of the four minority/ethnic 
groups. This compares with 9,089 students (15.42 percent) for Fall 1978-79, 8,228 (13.89 
percent) for Fall 1977-78, and 7,719 students (13.23 percent) for Fall 1976-77. Black 
non-Hispanics comprised 51.45 percent of the Fall 1979-80 minority/ethnic enrollment of 9,747. 
Of the remaining minority/ethnic enrollment, 2,433 (24.96 percent) are Asian/Pacific Islander, 


2,117 (21.72 percent) are Hispanic, and 183 (1.87 percent) are American Indian/Alaskan Native. 


G. 


H. 


By Full and Part-time (See Table 8) 


The percent of full-time students, 84.36 percent in the 1979-80 First Semester-Fall 
Quarter, has decreased over the most recent three-year period while the percent of part-time 
students, 15.64 percent, has increased. The comparative figures in 1978-79 were 85.21 
percent full-time and 14.79 percent part-time; in 1977-78, 86.00 percent full-time and 
14.00 percent part-time; and in 1970-71, 88.28 percent were full-time and 11.72 percent 
were part-time. 

By Residency Status (See Table 9) 

In the past, residency status for the purpose of this table was determined by the home 
address as reported by the student. However, beginning with the 1978-79 First Semester- 
Fall Quarter edition, data for this table were obtained from the residency status of the 
student as assigned by the Office of Admissions and Records. These data, therefore, are 
not comparable to data reported prior to 1977-78. Illinois residents accounted for 89.73 
percent of the 1979-80 Fall enrollment compared to 89.80 percent in the 1978-79 Fall term. 
The percent of undergraduate and professional students for the 1979-80 Fall term that are 
Illinois residents equals 95.96 percent, compared to 63.24 percent of the graduate students. 
By Geographical Location (See Table 10) 

In the 1979-80 First Semester-Fall Quarter, 88.79 percent of the enrollment reported 
an Illinois home address, 4.12 percent listed a home address in another state or territory, 
and 7.09 percent provided a foreign country address. Over the past three years, the ratio 
of enrollments reporting foreign country home addresses increased, while the ratio of 
students with Illinois addresses decreased. For the same term in 1970-71, 90.34 percent 
of the enrollment provided Illinois addresses, 6.67 percent other states and territories, 


and 2.99 percent foreign countries. 


Other Tabular Material 


In addition to the data included in this summary, the following information are presented 


in tabular form: 


A. Full-time student Equivalent (Table 7) 
B. Distribution by Year-of-Birth (Table 11) 
C. Graduate Student Enrollment by Major (Table 12) 
D. Distribution of Students in Certain Liberal Arts and Sciences Curricula by Major 
at Chicago Circle (Appendix 1); and 
E. Distribution of Students in Certain Liberal Arts and Sciences Curricula by Specific 


Field of Concentration at Urbana-Champaign (Appendix 2). 
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